Schedule At-a-Glance
Friday, September 30, 2022
1:30pm - 3:00pm
1:30pm - 3:00pm
3:15pm - 5:15pm

Environmental Education Administrators Forum
North Shore Hike
Tour of Wolf Ridge ELC: Program highlights & Living Building Challenge

5:30pm - 6:15pm
6:45pm - 7:00pm

Dinner
Welcome & Announcements

7:00pm - 9:00pm
8:00pm - 9:00pm

HappEE Hour hosted by Castle Danger Brewery
Tour of the Night Sky: looking up at the stars

Saturday, October 1, 2022
7:45am - 8:30am

Breakfast

9:00am - 9:40am

Session 1A: Fall Birding on the North Shore
Session 1B: Deflating Myths about Gray Wolves: A Unifying Curriculum Project
Session 1C: Nature-Based Early Learning and Executive Function Skills

9:50am - 10:30am

Session 2A: Phenology in the Classroom
Session 2B: Incorporating Anishinaabe Perspectives into Northwoods Topics
Session 2C: Empathetic by Nature: The Power of Nature Play to Foster Empathy

10:45am - 12:15pm

Workshop 1: Niizhoo-gwayakochigewin: Two Way of Doing the Right Thing in the Right Way
Workshop 2: The Watershed Game: Discovering the connection between land use and water quality
Workshop 3: Monarchs as a Flagship for Engagement in Conservation Action and Classroom Learning

12:30pm - 1:15pm

Lunch

1:15pm - 2:35pm

EE Networking Marketplace

2:50pm - 3:30pm

Session 3A: The Value of Symbiotic Partnerships
Session 3B: No Child Left Inside Grant Program Updates and Discussion

3:45pm - 5:00pm

Session 4A: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Considerations in Programming
Session 4B: Early Childhood Nature-Based Program Assessment Tool & Guidebook

2:50pm - 5:00pm

North Shore Excursion Option (caravaning to local points of interest)

5:30pm - 6:15pm
6:15pm - 7:15pm

Dinner
Keynote Panel: Shaping the Future of Environmental Education

7:00pm - 9:00pm
7:00pm - 8:00pm
8:00pm - 9:00pm

HappEE Hour hosted by Voyageurs Brewing
Silent Auction
Trivia Night with prizes

Sunday, October 2, 2022
7:45am - 8:30am

Breakfast

9:00am - 9:40am

Session 5A: Designing Nature Playscapes to Support Cognitive ECIPs and Standards
Session 5B: Lichens of the North Woods
Session 5C: Exploration through Nature Journaling

9:50am - 10:30am

Session 6A: Process Art in Nature: The Sky Isn't Always Blue
Session 6B: Interconnected: Growing Impactful EE Communities
Session 6C: Center for Great Lakes Literacy Stewardship Showcase

10:45am - 11:45pm

EE Networking: New Collaborations & Opportunities

Detailed Schedule

Friday, September 30, 2022
1:00pm

Registration opens

1:30pm - 5:30pm

PRE-CONFERENCE SESSIONS

1:30pm - 3:00pm

Environmental Education Administrators Forum
Organizer: Pete Smerud, Wolf Ridge ELC

Meet and network with other program and organization administrators and directors to discuss the administration,
programmatic and financial challenges and opportunities in environmental education.
1:30pm - 3:00pm

North Shore Hike
Organizer: MAEE Board of Directors

Grab your binoculars and guide books, and be prepared to take some spectacular fall color pictures of the north shore!
Learning from each other’s expertise, we’ll hike around the beautiful north shore area around Wolf Ridge ELC and learn
about the trees, plants, birds, and wildlife in this wonderful landscape.
3:15pm - 5:15pm

Tour of Wolf Ridge ELC: Highlights of Educational Programs & Living Building Challenge
Find out what updates Wolf Ridge made to be the first ever redesign to be Living Building Challenge certified and tour the
grounds and buildings to get an overview of the incredible programming that Wolf Ridge has built for audiences of all
ages.

5:30pm - 6:15pm

DINNER

6:45pm - 7:00pm

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

7:00pm - 9:00pm

SOCIAL HOUR

7:00pm - 9:00pm

HappEE Hour
Generously hosted by Castle Danger Brewery
Join us for a tasting of Castle Danger brews and light snacks. Castle Danger Brewery has generously donated their time and delicious
brews to provide attendees an opportunity to socialize and network.

8:00pm - 9:00pm

Tour of the Night Sky: looking up at the stars
Presenter: Wolf Ridge ELC Naturalists
Take an opportunity to gaze up at the stars using Wolf Ridge’s telescopes on the astronomy deck. Learn more about the constellations
and stories of the stars.

Saturday, October 1, 2022
7:30am

Registration opens

7:45am - 8:30am

BREAKFAST

9:00am - 9:40am

SESSION 1
Session 1A: Fall Birding on the North Shore
Presenter(s): Wolf Ridge ELC Naturalist
The north shore area is a wonderful place to see migrating birds this time of year, especially raptors (a.k.a. birds of prey) like bald
eagles and red-tailed hawks. Autumn offers some of Minnesota’s best bird watching with congregating flocks, as it lies within the larger
Mississippi River Flyway, one of the most traveled routes during spring and fall bird migrations. Roughly 325 species of birds and about
40 percent of waterfowl use this "super highway" during migration. Explore the north shore birds at Wolf Ridge and learn more with a
seasoned naturalist.

Session 1B: Deflating Myths about Gray Wolves: A Unifying Curriculum Project
Presenter(s): Jordyn O'Gara, University of Minnesota Duluth
Within the Midwest there are four primary myths about the wolf: (1) wolves are dangerous to people, (2) they will devastate the local
deer herd, (3) they are a major threat to the livestock industry, and (4) dogs are not safe in wolf territories. A curriculum was designed to
deflate these myths using sound science and environmental theories and models. The curriculum is divided into four modules, with two
lessons in each module. Each lesson lays out background material for the educator, an example lesson plan, and a section about social
behavioral change.

Session 1C: Nature-Based Early Learning and Executive Function Skills
Presenter(s): Julie Ernst and Ahna Neil, University of Minnesota Duluth
Executive function skills (EFS) are the attention-regulation skills foundational to learning and are relied upon throughout life. A
quantitative study of 200 children in publicly-funded pre-K explored the relationship among EFS development, degree of site-level
integration of nature-based approaches, and children's socio-economic status. Results and implications will be shared, as well as
strategies for fostering EFS and discussion regarding why nature play might be influential in supporting EFS during early childhood.

9:50am - 10:30am

SESSION 2
Session 2A: Phenology in the Classroom
Presenter(s): John Latimer, Northern Community Radio KAXE/KBXE; Abbie Anderson, University of Minnesota; Sarah Mitchell,
KAXE/KBXE radio; Stephan Carlson, University of Minnesota
Learn to use plants and animals as a way to measure the seasons. Engage your students in careful monitoring of nature found on or
near your school. Encourage them to report their own observations from their homes. Compile and record your observations for
broadcast on Northern Community Radio. Our hope is to cover as much of Minnesota as possible.

Session 2B: Incorporating Anishinaabe Perspectives into Northwoods Topics
Presenter(s): Alison Nyenhuis, Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness; Dixie Dorman, Waadookodaading School (Anishinaabe
Language School)
Friends of the Boundary Waters and the College of St. Scholastica Native Studies Program have worked together to gather and
incorporate Anishinaabe perspectives into the Friends of the BWCA's educational programs. The culminating videos and reflection
questions from panel discussions help guide students to forming an understanding of the Anishinaabe perspective on Sugarbush, Wild
Ricing, Hunting and Gathering, and Storytelling. This session will highlight these resources and provide guidance on using them.

Session 2C: Empathetic by Nature: The Power of Nature Play to Foster Empathy
Presenter(s): Claire Curran, University of Minnesota Duluth; Dr. Julie Ernst, Professor, University of Minnesota Duluth
Empathy is a timely and meaningful characteristic our world needs, and nature provides endless opportunities to foster empathy: for
people, animals, and nature. We will explore what empathy looks like in action, why it matters as an indicator of prosocial and
pro-conservation behavior, and how nature play can support empathy. Through storytelling, group discussion, and sharing concrete
empathy strategies, you will leave thinking deeply about empathy and ready to foster it in your context.

10:45am - 12:15pm

WORKSHOPS
Workshop 1: Niizhoo-gwayakochigewin: Two Way of Doing the Right Thing in the Right Way
Presenter(s): Erika Bailey-Johnson, Bemidji State University
Named for an Ojibwe phrase which translates to “two ways of doing the right things in the right way,” Niizhoo-gwayakochigewin draws
from Bemidji State University’s (BSU) Sustainability Office, Department of Languages and Indigenous Studies, Department of
Environmental Studies, and American Indian Resource Center to create a single co-curricular program that brings Indigenous
perspectives into sustainability initiatives. The Center for Sustainability Studies and Indigenous Studies Department at Bemidji State
University created an interdisciplinary Indigenous Sustainability Studies (ISS) major and minor that began the Fall of 2019 and have led
a summer Niizhoo internship program for the past five years. Attend this session to learn more about this project and how to work in a
good way with Indigenous programs and communities.

Workshop 2: The Watershed Game: Discovering the connection between land use and water quality
Presenter(s): Maggie Karschnia, Minnesota Sea Grant & UMN WRC
The Watershed Game is an interactive, educational tool that helps both students and adults understand the connection between land
use and water quality. In this session, participants will learn about and play the new Coast Model of the game which includes typical
land uses of a freshwater (Great Lakes) coastal region with the goal of reducing pollution to the coast and building resilience to flooding.
There are game versions for both classrooms and local community groups.

Workshop 3: Monarchs as a Flagship for Engagement in Conservation Action and Classroom Learning
Presenter(s): Katie-Lyn Bunney, Monarch Joint Venture
The charisma and captivating power of monarch butterflies make them a great flagship species for conservation of pollinators and
native habitat. For the same reasons, they also make a great engagement tool for classroom learning. This hands-on session will
explore ways monarchs can be used in classrooms including science investigations and community science programs. Come away with
an introduction to the Monarchs and More Curriculum and actions to help monarchs and other pollinators.

12:30pm - 1:15pm

LUNCH

1:15pm - 2:35pm

EE Networking Marketplace
Learn and network with others in the environmental education field! Topics will be chosen at the conference based on interest from
participants and breakout groups will be formed. This will provide participants with an opportunity to have deeper discussions on topics
that you are most interested in and make professional connections that can help you accelerate your work and programs.

2:50pm - 5:00pm

ALTERNATIVE 1: SESSIONS

2:50pm - 3:30pm

SESSION 3
Session 3A: The Value of Symbiotic Partnerships
Presenter(s): Jamie Madson, Rockford Middle School-Center for Environmental Studies
The session with focus on the value of mutually beneficial partnerships between public schools and environmental focused entities.

Session 3B: No Child Left Inside Grant Program Updates and Discussion
Presenter(s): Jeff Ledermann, MN DNR; Amber Kastner, NCLI Program Coordinator
The No Child Left Inside Grant program aims to support and increase efforts to expand programming that connects youth to the
outdoors. The program has received over $2 million from the Minnesota Legislature with another round of grants to be announced in
late 2022. Join us to learn more about the history of the program, project priorities and criteria, tips on applying, and more.

3:45pm - 5:00pm

SESSION 4
Session 4A: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Considerations in Programming
Presenter(s): Minnesota Association for Environmental Education
This session will include a brief presentation of the DEI considerations that NAAEE includes in their Guidelines for Excellence materials.
Participants will then dive into DEI discussions to learn from each other and will participate in an exercise to explore the best ways to
incorporate DEI considerations into programming with both students and adults.

Session 4B: Early Childhood Nature-Based Program Assessment Tool & Guidebook
Presenter(s): Jenny Hanlon, Stillwater Early Childhood Family Education and MN Children and Nature Connection; Heidi Faris, Early
Childhood Environmental Educator, Tamarack Nature Preschool & MN CNC & MN ECO
For the past seven years, a team of early childhood educators in Minnesota have been working with MN Children and Nature
Connection to develop a nature-based program assessment tool and guidebook for early childhood programs. The assessment tool and
guidebook will help programs increase the level of nature-based opportunities they are providing their students. The areas of focus
include: outdoor and indoor environments, professional development, policies and procedures, family and community engagement. This
assessment tool and guidebook is set to be published in early 2023 and will be offered at a very low cost or free so it is accessible for
all. Come learn about this engaging tool and how it might benefit the programs you work with!

2:50pm - 5:00pm

ALTERNATIVE 2: FIELD TRIP
NORTH SHORE EXCURSION
Caravan Tour of the North Shore
Presenter(s): Joe Walewski, Wolf Ridge ELC
Join the local experts in a tour of the beautiful north shore area surrounding Wolf Ridge ELC! Stops will include local points of interest
like Tettegouche State Park and the North Shore State Trail. Bring your binoculars and your bug spray, and get ready to do some
exploring by car and foot. Will require some participants to volunteer using their vehicle for transport.

5:30pm - 6:15pm

DINNER

6:15pm - 7:15pm

KEYNOTE PANEL
Panel Discussion: Shaping the Future of Environmental Education
Moderator: Patty Born, Hamline University
Panelists: Sheila Williams-Ridge, University of Minnesota
Larry Weber, Book author, news writer, retired teacher
Anna Dutke, Independent School District 196, MnECO, Teach Outdoors! Minnesota
Molly Stoddard, Prairie Wetlands Learning Center
Laura Duffey, Minnesota DNR - Project Learning Tree
Environmental education is about connection, hope and change. During the pandemic, there was a shift in the way we think about and
do environmental education in Minnesota. From the Teach Outdoors! Minnesota movement to the new Outdoor Bill of Rights,
Minnesota is ready to see environmental education in a new way. Our panelists will share their vision for what the future of
environmental education in Minnesota holds and leave you inspired to change the future in your own local communities.

7:00pm - 9:00pm

SOCIAL HOUR

7:00pm - 9:00pm

HappEE Hour
Generously hosted by Voyageurs Brewing Company
Join us for a tasting of Voyageurs Brewing Company brews and light snacks. Voyageurs Brewing Company has generously donated
their time and delicious brews to provide attendees an opportunity to socialize and network.

7:00pm - 8:00pm

Silent Auction
The MAEE board and its volunteers have pulled together some incredible baskets and goodies to bid on during the silent auction.
Quick make your bids before it ends at 8pm! All proceeds go directly to MAEE to support programming such as the MAEE Conference
and its scholarships.

8:00pm - 9:00pm

Trivia Night with prizes
Test your knowledge of the North Shore in a fun trivia night with fellow environmental education professionals! Teams of 2-4 will
compete for prizes.

Sunday, October 2, 2022
8:00am - 8:45am

BREAKFAST

9:00am - 9:40am

SESSION 5
Session 5A: Designing Nature Playscapes to Support Cognitive ECIPs and Standards
Presenter(s): Sally Mattison, Dodge Nature Preschool
Even as more schools and programs have begun moving learning outside, some administrators and families still question whether
children can learn academic fundamentals effectively without traditional materials. Whether your program has limited resources or a
plethora of outdoor space, weâ€™ll explore, discover, and discuss methods in which the intentional design and placement of materials,
spaces, and invitations to investigate can support and even extend the expected benchmarks of cognitive learning, from preschool
through school-age classrooms.

Session 5B: LIchens of the North Woods
Presenter(s): Wolf Ridge ELC Naturalist
What are lichens? Lichens are the unsung superheros of the North Woods. They are a composite organism that grows up from algae
living among filaments of fungus in a mutualistic relationship. They are tiny organisms that have the capability to dissolve solid granite.
Lichens are surprisingly colorful; blazing oranges, radiant yellows, pastel greens, rich blacks and bright whites adorn tree trunks,
bedrock and even gravestones. Walk around Wolf Ridge ELC on a hunt for these beautiful organisms and learn more about these
amazing lichens with a seasoned naturalist.

Session 5C: Exploration through Nature Journaling
Presenter(s): Shelby Roback, Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center
Nature journaling is a practice of deep exploration in which we experience the world through our senses, ask questions, and record our
thoughts and observations. In this hands-on session we will explore the way that nature journaling can help us connect with the natural
world, and how to utilize this technique with program participants of all ages and abilities. Come prepared to draw, write, and explore
outdoors. Paper and pencils will be provided, but feel free to bring your own supplies.

9:50am - 10:30am

SESSION 6
Session 6A: Process Art in Nature: The Sky Isn't Always Blue
Presenter(s): Leona Cichy, Roots and Wings Forest School
Learn about the importance of process art and how to incorporate it in your program using natural materials. This workshop will cover
benefits of process art, seasonal project ideas, language to encourage creativity in students, and the opportunity for participants to
create their own process art project.

Session 6B: Interconnected: Growing Impactful EE Communities
Presenter(s): Moss Schumacher, Wolf Ridge ELC & University of Minnesota Duluth
Like the flora and fauna in a forest, we are all connected. Yet we do not always take the time to discover which ways we can support
each other. In this session, participants will work in small groups to practice curiosity and collaboration through an EE lens. After the

activities, we will reflect as a large group on what emerged and how we can apply these experiences to our formal and non-formal
educational programming.

Session 6C: Center for Great Lakes Literacy Stewardship Showcase
Presenter(s): Marte Kitson, Minnesota Sea Grant
Minnesota Sea Grant supports educators who want to engage their learners in stewardship activities. Get some ideas for future projects
with your learners, learn how support is provided, and what kinds of stewardship projects have been completed. If time allows we will
have a short planning session to help get you started.

10:45am - 11:45pm

EE Networking: New Collaborations & Opportunities
Wrap up the conference by networking and sharing what you’ve learned with other professionals in the environmental education field.
There will be organized discussions, an opportunity to share your programs with participants, and identification of potential
collaborations and future opportunities for collective grants.

THANK YOU to our Sponsors!
We appreciate the support of all of our sponsors! These generous supporters made it possible for MAEE to offer scholarships and low, affordable registration rates
which helps make the conference accessible to all.

